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Overview of Global Illegal Trade



1 . IM P O R TS  A N D  E X P O R TS

2 . E X P O R TS  TO  R E G U LA TE D  V .  

U N R E G U LA TE D  M A R K E TS

3 . P A P E R M A K IN G  F IB E R  R E S O U R C E S

China



Source: Data from China Customs 2017. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018

China Imports vs Exports
Timber, pulp & paper



Source: Data from China Customs 2017. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018

China Exports to Regulated vs 
Unregulated Markets



China Imports of Papermaking Fibre



1 . O V E R A LL IM P O R TS  A N D  E X P O R TS

2 . E X P A N S IO N  O F  A F R IC A N  IM P O R TS

3 . S H IF TIN G  A F R IC A N  &  A S IA N  S U P P LY IN TO  
V IE TN A M  A N D  C H IN A

Vietnam



Source: Data from UN Comtrade 2018. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018

Vietnam Exports > Imports



Source: Data from UN Comtrade 2018. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018

Africa > SE Asia for Vietnam Imports 
(Logs and Sawnwood)



1 . IM P A C TS :  IN D IA ,  R U S S IA

2 . U S ,  E U ,  C H IN A  IM P O R TS  F R O M  LE B

C O U N TR IE S

3 . TO P  G LO B A L B U YE R S  O F  LO G S  F R O M  LE B

C O U N TR IE S

Log Export Bans



Top global buyers of logs from countries with an active 

LEB in place (2013-2017)

Source: Data from UN Comtrade, 2018. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018



China log imports from full / partial LEB (tropical only)

Source: Data from UN Comtrade, 2018. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018



Source: Data from UN Comtrade 2018. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018

India Imports of Timber Products



US log imports from full or partial LEB countries

Source: Data from Eurostat, 2018. Compiled by Forest Trends, 2018



Russia –> China
Logs → Sawnwood



Future candidates for demand-
side legislation


