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Consumer markets for rosewood: 

How have China and Vietnam responded to the 

2016 CITES listings?



China’s imports of hongmu logs and 
sawnwood, January 2014 – August 2017

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends



China’s imports of hongmu logs 
January – August 2017 

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends
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China’s imports of hongmu sawnwood 
January – August 2017

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends



China’s imports of hongmu logs and 
sawnwood, January – June 2017

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends

Volume Value



China’s imports of hongmu logs and sawnwood
from West Africa
January 2014 – August 2017

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends



Top Chinese Customs Districts importing 
hongmu, 2014 – August 2017

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends



Top Chinese Customs Districts importing hongmu
by supplier country
January – August 2017

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends



CITES Enforcement: China

Progress:
• CITES MA response – enforcement is underway (awareness-

raising, collaboration with enforcement)

• CAF Wood Research Institute report – commissioned by 

Customs; collaboration with SAQSIQ)

• Wood ID and quarantine lab established in Zhangjiagang

Challenges:
• Traders slow to react (speculation?)

• Shipments without permits

• Mislabeling

• Capacity of enforcement officials

• Wood ID capacity – other Customs districts?

• Time lag – shipments sent prior to listings taking effect

‒ Seizure in Huangpu (Nigerian logs)



Vietnam’s import classification system: 
8 groups

Source: Compiled by VIFORES, FPA Binh Dinh, HAWA, and Forest Trends, 

based on Vietnam Customs data

• China: One classification for 33 species

• Vietnam: Hundreds of species classified into 8 groups; no official government 

designation for rosewood, but Groups 1-2 contain highest-value precious wood 

species



Vietnam’s log and sawnwood imports from 
Laos, 2015 – June 2017

Source: Compiled by VIFORES, FPA Binh Dinh, HAWA, and Forest Trends, 

based on Vietnam Customs data



Vietnam’s log and sawnwood imports from 
Cambodia, 2015 – June 2017

Source: Compiled by VIFORES, FPA Binh Dinh, HAWA, and Forest Trends, 

based on Vietnam Customs data



Vietnam’s log and sawnwood imports from 
Africa, 2013 – June 2017

Source: Compiled by VIFORES, FPA Binh Dinh, HAWA, and Forest Trends, 

based on Vietnam Customs data



Vietnam’s log and sawnwood imports from Laos, 
Cambodia & Africa, Jan – June 2017

Source: Compiled by VIFORES, FPA Binh Dinh, HAWA, and Forest Trends, 

based on Vietnam Customs data



CITES Enforcement: Vietnam

Progress:
• Listings largely being enforced, in keeping with 

government/industry developments to exclude illegal timber

• VPA negotiations concluded: import control mechanism; 

FLEGT and CITES staff sharing offices

• Timber associations’ statement on excluding high-risk wood

Challenges:
• Time lag – shipments sent prior to listings taking effect

‒ Hai Phong seizure

• Costs to traders
‒ Permit purchases

• Most higher-value species exported to China



China’s imports of hongmu logs and sawnwood
by Customs district
January 2014 – August 2017

Source: China Customs 2017, compiled and analyzed by Forest Trends



Vietnam’s log and sawnwood imports from Laos 
and Cambodia, January – June 2017

Source: Compiled by VIFORES, FPA Binh Dinh, HAWA, and Forest Trends, 

based on Vietnam Customs data



Vietnam’s log and sawnwood imports from 
Africa, January – June 2017

Source: Compiled by VIFORES, FPA Binh Dinh, HAWA, and Forest Trends, 

based on Vietnam Customs data
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