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Source: Google Map

Pterocarpus erinaceus: a species from West Africa

C
re

d
it

: M
a

th
ia

s 
R

it
tg

er
ot

t/
Re

tt
et

 d
en

 R
eg

en
w

al
d



Source: EIA, 2017

A tree protected all over the region
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Source: EIA, 2017 based on data from the Global Trade Atlas (GTA)

The most traded rosewood species in the world
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2016: listing on the Appendix III then Appendix II

Source: CITES, 2016 Source: CITES, 2016 5



Impact of the listing

Source: EIA, 2017 based on data from GTA
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Three Empire State Buildings of containers

Source: EIA, 2017
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CITES permits issued for “semi-processed 
products”

Source: EIA, 2017 14



What the law says

Source: EIA, 2017
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What the people do

Source: EIA, 2016, from Chinese Customs Data

Source: EIA, 2017 10



What Nigeria exports: processed products?

Source: EIA, 2017
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What China imports: processed products?

Source: EIA, 2016, from Chinese Customs Data
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Insider’s candid explanation

Source: EIA, 2017
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EIA: In theory this is all illegal, right? 
Mr. F.: In theory, the government does not allow to ship these 
woods. 
EIA: So it is illegal then? 
Mr. F.: Well, it is illegal. But the customs allows you to ship. 
Therefore, it is very hard to define if this is illegal or not. 
Because some of the documents we used are bought, then 
someday, all of sudden the government accuses us of 
smuggling. You see, they let you export, but then sometimes 
they say you are smuggling. So what should we do? 

‟

”



Logs reportedly imported… but not exported 

Source: EIA, 2017, based on UN Comtrade data
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Without catching CITES Secretariat’s attention

Source: CITES, 2017 15



Conclusion

• Several West African countries have implemented the recent CITES 
listing and reduced their export of Pterocarpus erinaceus to China.

• Nigeria, by far the main exporter, has done the contrary: more kosso
from Nigeria has entered China during the first semester 2017 than 
ever before.

• Most of the trade in kosso between Nigeria and China is illegal, 
violating several national/international laws and in particular the 
Nigerian federal log export ban.

• The smuggling of millions of logs is based on: (1) the lack of 
enforcement, (2) a deeply corrupt system, and (3) a loophole based on 
the “processed/semi-processed products” distinction.

• Be aware of the substantial collateral impacts related to 
“processed/semi-processed products” distinction.
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More in the report
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Source: EIA, 2017



Thank you for your attention
Contact: www.eia-global.org
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