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Illegal Logging Impacts

In  Au st r a lia : 
• Cases of h igh-va lue  Austra lian  tim ber illega lly logged

• Estim ates of up  to  10% of annual tim ber im ports m ay be  illega lly logged:      

o Tota l im ports va lued  a t US$3.5 b illion  in  2020-21     

o There fore  ~US$350 m illion  of im ports m ay be  illega lly logged

• Trade  in  illega l im ports reduces p rice  of lega l tim ber on  Austra lian  
m arke t by 7-16%



Australian Prohibition Laws

La w s a im  t o : 
• Reduce  environm enta l, econom ic & socia l im pacts of illega l logging

• Prom ote  lega l trade  & strengthen  Austra lia ’s repu ta tion  as supplie r of 
lega l & susta inab le  tim ber 

• Protect Austra lian  m arke t from  negative  im pacts of illega lly logged  tim ber

• Facilita te  m arke t access for Austra lian  tim ber exports

La w s a p p ly t o :
• Im ported  tim ber p roducts and  Austra lian  grown raw logs

• 20,000 im porte rs and  300-400 dom estic p rocessors

• US$5.3 b illion  in  regu la ted  trade  each  year across 1-2 m illion  product 
lines



Legal Requirements

Ou r  la w s e s t a b lish :
• Prohib ition  on  im porta tion  /  p rocessing of illega lly logged  tim ber

• Requirem ents on  im porte rs and  processors to  undertake  a  risk assessm ent 
or ‘due  d iligence’ on  poten tia l illega lity

Re gu la t e d  e n t it ie s  m u st : 
• Gather in form ation  on  the  regu la ted  tim ber /  p roduct & supplie r 

• Assess & de te rm ine  risk of illega lity be fore  im port /  p rocessing

• Mitiga te  risk if deem ed grea te r than  ‘low’ 

• Provide  in form ation  to  adm in istra tors (governm ent) if requested  with in  28 
days



Com p lia n ce  & e n fo rce m e n t :
• Hard  to  estab lish  tha t tim ber was both  illega lly logged  & knowingly im ported  

/  p rocessed

• Lim ited  m echanism s to  ob ta in , ana lyse  & verify risk assessm ents on  broad  
sca les

• Hard  to  reach  sm alle r businesses /  en titie s & m ain ta in  knowledge  of 
ob liga tions

• Risk-based  approach  to  com pliance  assessm ents

In cre a se d  a ct ivit y r e ce n t ly:
• Recent cam paign  to  ta rge t due -d iligence  non-com pliance

o 18 com pliance  assessm ents com ple ted  in  2022, 11 m ore  still in  p rogress

o 15 en titie s have  been  re fe rred  for investiga tion   

Domestic Challenges Experienced



Opportunities to Improve

‘Su n se t t in g’ r e vie w : 
• Laws scheduled  to  au tom atica lly cease  or ‘sunse t’ on  1 April 2023

• Review perform ed to  de te rm ine  if still fit-for-purpose  be fore  be ing rem ade

• Public consu lted  on  poten tia l changes to  strengthen  laws, stream line  
regu la tion  & reduce  com pliance  costs

• Seeking to  extend  sunse tting da te  by 2 years (to  1 April 2025) to  p rovide  
enough  tim e  to  im plem ent p roposed  re form s  



Opportunities to Improve

Re form s con sid e re d :
• Require  en titie s to  p rovide  key in form ation  (species, p rovenance , DD 

find ings) be fore  im ports a rrive  (i.e . Lacey Act declara tions), so  we  can  
in te rvene  earlie r 

• Add in junctions & enforceab le  undertakings to  p rovide  m ore  flexib le  
enforcem ent op tions for regu la tors & stakeholders

• Reduce  regu la tory burden  where  duplica tion  exists or risks a re  low 
through  changing th resholds or b roadening exem ptions

• Enable  office rs to  se ize , sam ple  & de ta in  tim ber to  check lega lity 
cla im s of regu la ted  products using t im b e r  t e s t in g t e ch n o logie s

• Add furthe r p roducts to  regu la ted  list (m usica l instrum ents, p rin ted  
articles) 

• Bette r de fin ing ‘illega l logging’ & ‘processing’ to  fu rthe r cla rify when  
laws app ly



Progress to Date

In t e rn a t ion a l e n ga ge m e n t : 
• Consulted  with  in te rna tiona l experts when  deve lop ing proposed  re form s, 

includ ing:

o Scien tists  in  Europe  on  tim ber te sting technologies

o In te rna tiona l NGOs

o Fore ign  governm ent officia ls includ ing Germ any, UK, US & NZ

• Continued  engagem ent in  APEC’s EGILAT 

o Usefu l insigh t in to  what works and  does not work for o the r countrie s 

o Presen ts opportun itie s for engagem ent on  illega l logging with  
industry and  key a llie s

o Coopera tion  with  the  US & othe r trad ing partne rs across Asia  Pacific

• Austra lia ’s laws will soon  benefit from  these  collective  experiences 



Progress to Date

Pu b lic con su lt a t ion :
• Invited  feedback from  the  public & ta rge ted  engagem ent a t 

those  with  close  in te rest in  the  laws



Feedback Received 

Ke y m e ssa ge s : 
• Broad  support for m ost p roposed  legisla tive  re form s

• Deta ils  ava ilab le  he re :
haveyoursay.agricu ltu re .gov.au /illega l-logging-sunse tting-review

• Focus on  Tim ber ID testing & ga the ring m ore  in form ation  be fore  im porta tion  
(sim ila r to  Lacey Act declara tions) 

• Support to  b roaden  enforcem ent op tions by add ing in junctions & 
enforceab le  undertakings

• Prefe rence  for purpose-bu ilt system  to  collect im port in form ation ,  im porte rs 
to  en te r th is – not b rokers

• Support to  reduce  requ irem ents for repea ted  im ports of iden tica l p roduct 
line  (i.e . check tha t noth ing has changed), bu t not for in frequent im porte rs

• Need m ore  ta rge ted  consu lta tion  around  adding furthe r p roducts

• Clarity on  app lica tion  of laws we lcom ed th rough  im proved  de fin itions



Work Ahead

Up com in g w ork  on  t h e  la w s:
• Seek new governm ent’s decision  on  regu la tory re form  options    

(Regula tion  Im pact Sta tem ent)

• Deve lop  legisla tion  for in troduction  in to  Parliam ent in  2023

o Undertake  sign ifican t reworking of p rovisions & penaltie s to      
im prove  enforceab ility

• Support work to  tria l tim ber te sting technologies & scope  IT           
p la tform  options

• Conclude  legisla tive  re form s we ll ahead  of Sunse tting da te  of 1 April 2025

o In  in te rim , give  e ffect to  revised  Sta te -Specific Guide lines a fte r 
updates fina lised  recen tly

• Consider find ings from  ongoing contracted  stud ies in to  e ffects of curren t 
laws on  trade



Timber Testing Technologies

Prop ose d  u se  w ill:
• Help  governm ent & industry m anage  com pliance  by ve rifying cla im s of 

tim ber species & origin

• Support educa tion  & outreach  with  regu la ted  com m unity 

• Prom ote  lega l trade

Po t e n t ia l m e t h od s:
• For  sp e cie s  /  ge n u s  ID

o Wood anatom y analysis

o Mass spectrom etry

• For  o r igin  

o Stab le  iso tope  te sting 

o Trace  e lem ent ana lysis

• For  b o t h  sp e cie s  ID & o r igin

o DNA / gene tic ana lysis 



Timber Identification Trials

Pre viou s  t r ia ls :
• Revealed  tha t up  to  40% of tim ber purchased  from  re ta ile rs in  Austra lia  

was m isrepresen ted , th rough  DNA testing

• Suggests the re  a re  system atic issues tha t cou ld  be  addressed  by 
in troducing new technologies a t the  border

Ne xt  s t e p s :
• Future  work will conside r

• More  tria ls  using tim ber ID technologies

• Best ways to  im plem ent various m ethods ava ilab le

• Resourcing & tra in ing requ irem ents

• Future  work to  bu ild  on  stud ies underway in to  Austra lian  m arke t’s 
exposure  to  illega lly logged  tim ber & im pacts on  industry



Timber Identification Trials

Fu r t h e r  t r ia ls  w ill a im  t o :
• Investiga te  ava ilab le  tim ber ID m ethods to :

o Assist tracking & tracing illega lly logged  tim ber

o Expose  m isrepresen ted  tim ber in  the  Austra lian  m arke t 

• Build  capacity of p riva te  sector to  use  technologies

• Deve lop  com petency of governm ent office rs to :

o Sam pling tim ber 

o Produce  tra in ing m ate ria ls & resources 

o Map processes for fu ture  use  

• Iden tify costs & com plexitie s of im plem enting a  com prehensive  
tim ber te sting schem e in  Austra lia  



Long Term Vision – Technology

Re fe re n ce  d a t a b a se s :
• Essen tia l to  im plem ent p roposed  tim ber te sting com pliance  activitie s

• Tria ls will support existing Austra lian  tim ber ID labs to  expand  da tabases 
& cover h igh-risk species

• In ten tion  for da tase ts crea ted  to  be  ava ilab le  to  in te rna tiona l da tabases 
(World  Forest ID), & accessib le  by global com pliance  and  scien tific 
com m unitie s 
o Build ing globa l m ap  of tim ber sam ples to  p rovide  chem ical, gene tic  & ana tom ica l 

signa tu re  for re fe rence  

o Data  to  be  used  by p rosecu tors a round  the  world

La b ora t o r ie s  
• Will be  supported  to  ga in  accred ita tion  & be tte r support p rosecu tions 

• Expect tha t industry will fund  the ir own volun tary tim ber te sting

• Anticipa te  Austra lian  labs will evolve  to  be  h igh ly-deve loped  and  
accessib le  as has occurred  in  the  EU, UK and  US



Long Term Vision – Regulation

Re d u ce d  r e gu la t o ry b u rd e n :
• Successfu l tim ber te sting schem e in  Austra lia  cou ld  lead  to  fu rthe r 

re form s involving a  ligh te r-touch  regu la tory pa thway 

o Involve  governm ent working with  industry to  deve lop  a             
‘tick of approval’ for businesses tha t can  dem onstra te  p roduct 
origin  & susta inab ility

• Businesses conducting own testing cou ld  benefit from  reduced  
regu la tory pa thway 

• Tim ber te sting cou ld  a lso  sign ifican tly reduce  regu la tory burden  of 
typ ica l ‘paper tra il’ due  d iligence  process



Thank you

Contact the team at
illegallogging@aff.gov.au
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